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He Lives
“Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  
He is not here, but He has risen.” Luke 24:5b-6a NASB       

April 2014 News Smart Steps

When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NAS
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Throughout the world Christians will 
rise before dawn on Easter Sunday 
morning to go and celebrate a sunrise 
service together.  From every country, 
every language, every tribe, they gather 
together to celebrate the moment that 
Mary and then John and Peter ran to 
the tomb and found it…empty.  These 
believers will greet each other with the 
words: 

“He is Risen!” And the response: 
“He is risen, indeed!” 

Later, many of  these celebrants will 
join their larger congregations for a 
joyful celebration of  the day that 
Christ our Savior rose from the dead.  
Defeating death.  Defeating sin.  
Bringing hope and joy to all who put 
their trust in Him.  He is risen. 

What are they celebrating?  
Redemption. Redemption of  a sin 
weary world full of  war and pain and 
suffering and slavery being redeemed 
in one act of  sacrificial love in the 
death of  a glorious Savior. Then the 
same Savior kicking death and hell in 
the teeth and walking out of  that 
garden tomb.  He is Risen.  He is 
Risen, indeed. 

And we know this not because one 
person shared this story, but multiple 
people shared their encounters with 
the glorious risen Christ:  Mary, first at 
the tomb, John and Peter, then the 
entire room of  disciples who were 
hidden in fear for their lives in the 

Upper Room.  Imagine that moment 
when in walks Jesus, right through the 
walls. Joy,  rapturous joy.  And love. 
Oh!  The love.   

Later, there were the two walking 
home on the road to Emmaus 
remembering what had just happened 
in Jerusalem when Jesus himself  came 
and began to walk with them!  I think 
He was having so much FUN!! 

He appeared to them over a period of  
forty days the scripture says, and 
during that time he gave many 
convincing proofs that he was, indeed, 
alive.  He ate with them, He taught 
them.  And He made them a promise, 
that if  they were to wait in that place 
after He left, He would send ‘Another 
Comforter” to them, to be with them 
forever.  He promised they would be 
baptized with fire and with the Holy 
Spirit. 

After that, to them nothing was 
impossible.  The accounts  are written 
in church history of  their travels and 
the hundreds of  churches they planted 
throughout the known world, from 
the British Isles, to the Russian 
Caucasus mountains, to the kingdoms 
of  India and Persia, and though all of  
Europe and the Middle East. 

All of  this because of  one thing.  Jesus 
was alive.  Jesus IS Alive.  He lives! 

http://www.firstlightinternational.net
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
mailto:helloeckers@gmail.com


S

FIRSTLIGHT INTERNATIONAL - DAN & DEBBIE ECKER -  APRIL 2025 NEWSLETTER - LEARN MORE @  WWW.FIRSTLIGHTINTERNATIONAL.NET  	 PAGE 2

Featured Article 
FAMILY NEWS

 On A Personal 
Note …

written by, 

debbie ecker 

  Featured Item 
PRAYER

   “Therefore if  you have 
been raised up with Christ, 
keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand 
of  God.” Col. 3:1 NASB  

RisenWith Christ 

1. Pray for our Global Training 
Platforms in Thailand, & 
Myanmar in the New Year!  

2. For our Care For Kingdom 
Families Projects: REAP: and the 
FWF in Thailand, during the 2nd 
quarter of  2025.    

3. Ministry plans to unfold for all of  
Firstlight to be strategically placed 
in 2025 and beyond! *projects, 
*people, * places, *funding, 
*increased effectiveness  

4. For God to ARISE in all that we 
do! 

Prayer Points

   Featured Article 
   TEACHING

  Often times people have asked me 
through the years how did you become 
a missionary? Or better yet - how did 
you know God’s calling on your life?    
   To have a little fun my answer would 
sometimes go like this: How much time 
do you have? (smile) Do you want the 
short version of  the long version? 
Seriously! No matter how many times I 
get asked that question the answer is 
always the same. 
  The only way I can describe it is from 
day one - there seem to be a vertical pull 
on my life that I could not get away 
from. Now. The journey to fully 
surrender took years. My mother’s 
prayers and others finally worked! On 
Mother’s Day, May 12, 1985 in response 
to a Sunday morning altar call that day, I 
fully surrendered my life to Jesus.  
  Paul describes it as the “upward call of  
God in Christ Jesus.” (See Phil 3:14)  
That he would “lay hold of  that for 
which I also was laid hold of  by Christ.” 
(See Phil 3:12) The words“Follow Me” 
implies follow and never stop following. 

  Remember how we used to wait until 
after 9 pm to call each other and talk so 
as not be charged, but now there are 
NO extra charges and we don’t talk, 
only text.  Those darn kids!!  They have 
trained us all to only text instead of  call.  
Well, this Boomer is happy to report I 
had two unexpected phone calls last 
week from dear friends through the 
day…and we talked for HOURS!  Left 
me feeling young and happy!  Try it!!   

Written by, 
Dan Ecker

Vertical Pull … 

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY Standing Together for the Harvest … 

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY Projects & Ministry Platforms …   

With Ray & Lamyai in Thailand 

   Earlier this year, at the Apostolic 
Summit in Bangkok, I (Dan) got a 
chance to worship and pray with 
some amazing people who are 
attempting by faith, to believe God 
to do what is not yet been done - a 
task that is yet to be fulfilled.  

   One of  the many take aways from 
our time there is that the Great 
Commission requires a Great 
Collaboration of  individuals, 
churches, organizations, prayer 
movements and a massive sending 
of  harvest workers across the globe. 

Reaching Into Fatherless Homes! 

   This is the time of  year when each of  our Thai 
partnership churches are putting together their 
project plans for Project REAP in four locations 
across Thailand. Educational scholarships are 
being provided to a select group of  students 
entering college and universities from fatherless 
homes. Every interaction creates an opportunity 
for each of  them to encounter Christ. 
   We are also passionate about 
mission of  Families Without 
Fathers (FWF) in Thailand. Every 
month throughout the year 40 plus 
children from fatherless homes are 
being reached. We are praying over 
a decision to add two new locations 
in 2025. Join us in prayer this month!       

http://www.firstlightinternational.net

