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They say that by the time one begins 
to feel thirsty, one is already 
experiencing extremely dangerous 
dehydration.  I can remember long 
treks through Asian mountains and 
forests in tropical temperatures where 
I was so preoccupied with not tripping 
or slipping or falling that often I 
forgot to keep sipping my water 
canteen throughout the day.  By the 
time night fell at the campsite or 
village, my muscles were stiff  and 
sore, my head hurt, and my heart 
sometimes would palpitate. When I 
would take a long drink of  cool water, 
I would notice my body’s immediate 
positive response.  That water was life 
giving to my mortal body 

In that same way our souls, our spirits 
can become dry and thirsty.  The 
stresses and perplexities of  our lives 
can often drain our inner peace of  
mind, leading us to a place where we 
can actually experience spiritual 
dehydration.  We are still in Christ, He 
is still with us, but our broken hearts 
cannot seem to find that inner stream 
of  rejoicing that we are offered 
through the Holy Spirit.  These 
moments, these wildernesses come 
from time to time, and each time feels 
as if  it is endless.  But in these dry and 
weary places something is begun in us:   
we hunger, yes and we thirst FOR 
HIM, as if  we were in a dry and weary 

land where there is no water.  Our 
very life force depends upon our 
connection to HIM.  For He holds the 
fountain of  living water that can 
restore our souls. 

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus 
promises, “those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness will be 
satisfied.” (Matt 5:6)   What does 
thirsting for His righteousness look 
like in our lives?  It looks like turning 
away from every ungodly thought and 
inclination and surrendering again to 
the One who loves us best.   It means 
relying on His righteousness to make 
us clean and whole again.  It means 
forgiving the unforgivable.  It means 
embracing all that Jesus calls the 
Kingdom, and laying down and false 
kingdoms we may have found 
ourselves building.  It means seeking 
His Kingdom first, and all of  His 
righteousness.   

Beloved.  We are so blessed to have 
our Faithful Shepherd who leads us 
and guides us beside still waters.  Our 
Shepherd is the one who makes us lie 
down in green pastures where He 
restores our souls.  If  you are dry and 
weary, just cry out again to Jesus.  He 
calls us, “Is anyone thirsty?” 

I Thirst   
“O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My 
soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a 
dry and thirsty land Where there is no water.” 

Psalm 63:1 KJV
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When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.
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(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NAS
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Featured Article 
FAMILY NEWS

 On A Personal 
Note …

written by, 

debbie ecker 

  Featured Item 
PRAYER

   “but your own eyes have 
seen all the great 
work of the Lord which He 
did.” Deut 11:7 NASB 

Take another look!    
   

1. Pray for our Global Training 
Platforms in Thailand, & 
Myanmar this year!  

2. For our Care For Kingdom 
Families Projects: REAP: and the 
FWF in Thailand, during the 3rd 
quarter of  2024.    

3. Ministry plans to unfold for all of  
Firstlight to be strategically placed 
in 2024 and beyond! *projects, 
*people, * places, *increased 
funding!  

4. For God to arise in all that we do! 

Prayer Points

   Featured Article 
   TEACHING

  What if  you and I could help shape 
the direction of  our lives by the prayers 
that we pray?  What if  by asking God to 
intervene our lives somehow start to 
look differently?  
   What I have discovered and what the 
Scriptures teach us is -  it isn’t a matter 
of  “what if ” that’s how this is suppose 
to work.  Asking God to intervene in 
our lives is common everyday practice 
or at least it should be. You see, when 
left to our own devices we can really 
mess things up. Although there is grace 
for moments like these a better way is to 
pray into our current realities the plans 
and purpose of  God [the word of  God 
and the promises of  God] and our lives 
start moving in that direction. (See Jer 
29:11; Col 1:9-12; Phil 4:6-7)     
   Mark Batterson, author of  The Circle 
Maker, said, "Ultimately, the transcript 
of  your prayers becomes the script of  
your life". He also said, "Prayers are 
prophecies. They are the best predictors 
of  your spiritual future”. Pay attention 
to your prayers. Where are they leading 
you? Change course?  Pray it forward!  

  Our time last month with our dear son 
Josiah was wonderful!  He was with us 
for about ten days.  We got a chance to 
spend some of  that time by the lake in 
Eire.  It was so restful! As summer is 
coming to a close Dan still has a few 
tomato plants growing in buckets with 
lots of  green tomatoes that hopeful will 
ripen soon! I am preparing to teach a six 
week class this Fall on the first 300 years 
of  Christianity. It has always been one 
of  my favorite subjects to teach with 
many lessons to be learned. 

Written by, 
Dan Ecker

Pray it forward!  

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY

Kingdom Advance Partnerships …  

   Every month throughout the year 
we are reaching into fatherless homes 
in selected areas across Thailand.    
    
   Through projects like Families 
Without Fathers (FWF) and Project 
REAP (Regional Education Assistants Program) 
Christ is being shared in the context 
of  weekly visits to the homes and 
areas schools. 
    
   Right now we are preparing for a 
second Thai school term to start later 
this Fall. Your partnership is making 
a difference each month. Thank you!   

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY Care For Kingdom Families  …    

   Next month I (Dan) will be 
joining up with John Paul Sprecher 
and Pastor Ken Cramer in Bangkok, 
for a three day training and 
equipping conference with 50 Thai 
pastors and church leaders. 

   We will learn together the 
dynamics of  what each of  the Five 
Fold Ministries are as listed in Eph 
4:12: Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, 
Pastor and Teacher, and how each one 
is meant to function in the Body of  
Christ today!  

http://www.firstlightinternational.net

