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Three major events are universally 
celebrated by the Church:  Christmas, 
Easter, and Pentecost.  These three 
events, the birth of  Christ the Savior 
into a lowly cattle stall,  His triumph 
over sin and death, then joyous 
Resurrection from the dead.  Then, 
the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit into 
the hearts of  His ‘friends’ and the 
many wondrous gifts which followed. 

SO many gifts!  The word of  
knowledge and the word of  wisdom 
telling us what to do with that 
knowledge. The gift of  supernatural 
faith and the gift of  healing along with 
the working of  miracles that cannot 
be explained except for God’s 
intervention. Prophecy and the 
discerning of  spirits, the gift of  
tongues, and also the ability to 
interpret those tongues. 

Other kinds of  gifts:  the gift of  
serving, willingness to do all for the 
sake of  the Kingdom.  The gift of  
teaching, explaining the mysteries of  
God in a way that others may 
understand.  One of  my favorites is 
the gift of  encouragement:  lifting the 
spirits of  others so that they continue 
their journey and not lose hope.  OH!  
Many times the Lord has sent that gift 
to us to enable us to persevere in the 
life and ministry to which He has 
called us.  The gift of  giving which is 
the lifeblood of  the Kingdom and the 
ministry, whether it be in tithes and 

offerings or in time and resources.  
Giving is the outflowing of  the love 
of  God through us, just as God so 
loved the world that He gave us Jesus. 

The gift of  faithful leadership cannot 
be undervalued.  For it has been 
faithful leaders that the Lord has 
placed in our lives who have fed us, 
trained us, encouraged us, and released 
us equipped for the work of  the 
ministry so that we could go forward 
and do likewise for others; and so the 
Kingdom grows and prospers. 

Finally the gift of  mercy.  The ability 
through the grace of  God to see 
others not as they are but as what they 
can be with the Lord’s help. This gift 
comes with a promise:  blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
(See Matt 5:7) 

Three events which changed the world 
forever.  Without Christmas there 
could not be an  Easter.  And without 
Easter there could not be a Pentecost.  
Just as Jesus came to be the Savior of  
the world, so did He fulfill His 
promise not leave us as orphans.   

When the Holy Spirit of  the living 
God comes in power to indwell us, we 
know for certain that we are never 
alone again.   

Pentecost   
     “for through Him [Jesus] we both have our 
access in one Spirit to the Father.” Eph 2:18 NASB
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When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.
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heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NAS
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www.firstlightinternational.net
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Firstlight International  
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Firstlight International.
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Featured Article 
FAMILY NEWS

 On A Personal 
Note …

written by, 

debbie ecker 

  Featured Item 
PRAYER

   “But seek first the 
kingdom of  God and His 

righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to 

you.” Matt 6:33 NKJ 

   
Kingdom First! 

1. Pray for our Global Training 
Platforms in Thailand, & 
Myanmar this year!  

2. For our Care For Kingdom 
Families Projects: REAP: and the 
FWF in Thailand, during the 2nd 
quarter of  2024.    

3. Ministry plans to unfold for all of  
Firstlight to be strategically placed 
in 2024 and beyond! *projects, 
*people, * places, *increased 
funding!  

4. For God to arise in all that we do! 

Prayer Points

   Featured Article 
   TEACHING

  One of  the many promises that we 
have since that first Pentecost until now 
is a Last Days outpouring of  the Holy 
Spirit said to occur “upon all flesh” that 
has the potential of  affecting every 
single person on planet earth when it 
comes! (See Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:28)   
  What started off  as “I am sending upon 
you the promise of  the Father” (Luke 24:49) 
that was made and took place during 
that 40 day period between His 
Resurrection and His ascension when 
“He presented Himself  alive” (Acts 1:3) 
was only the beginning of  what God 
had in mind as an outpouring of  Holy 
Spirit Presence that was meant for 
everyone to receive. (See Luke 24:49; 
Acts 1:3-8; Acts 2:39) In the Greek, 
Hebrew and in English - “all flesh” 
means “all flesh”.    
  You see, this promised outpouring was 
intended to occur in every generation 
until He returns to the earth. (See Acts 
2:17; Joel 2:28; Acts 2:39)  So … let us 
begin to see other people differently. To 
see them as those of  whom God is 
touching by His Spirit!  He is coming!  

   Dan and I are looking forward to a 
nice summer season of  sunshine, 
summer rains and showers, as well as 
taking drives to some of  our favorite 
spots like Ohio Pyle to sit by the river 
reading out loud from a book on 
church history, current culture trends, 
politics or one from one of  favorite 
missionary authors, E Stanley Jones. 
This time of  year is special. Enjoy! 

Written by, 
Dan Ecker

    Spirit all …  

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY

Dayspring Church Thailand  …  

    This past month we had the 
privilege of  sending me (Dan) and 
Jim McCollum from Covenant 
Church of  Pittsburgh to participate 
in Revive Scotland in the Hawick 
district of  the border area of  
southern Scotland.  God is moving!  
     Over the past three years, Revive 
Scotland [an evangelistic revival ministry 
led by Rob McArther, Pastor of  River 
Church in Banff, Scotland] have been 
sweeping the country from north to 
south with evangelistic outreaches 
in small towns and rural areas with 
many coming to Christ! Praise God!   

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY Revive Scotland Last Month …    

      It is always a privilege to travel 
and minister in the Dayspring 
Church, Thailand.   
     Founded by Rev. Dr. Anthony 
Perkins (Tony) and his wife Rev. 
Dr. Patti Rose Perkins Dayspring 
Church Thailand, has become a 
spiritual home for many over the 
past 30 plus years!  A remarkable 
testimony of  the faithfulness of  
God in a nation that desperately 
needs Jesus!   
     With a strong core of  growing 
disciples, leaders are being raised 
up and ready to go!    

http://www.firstlightinternational.net

