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One of  the glorious privileges of  a life 
with the Lord is learning how to 
‘follow’ Him.  To discern His plan.  To 
hear His voice as we navigate this 
wonderful but sometimes treacherous 
path called Life.  How do we follow an 
invisible God?  How do we hear an 
inaudible Voice?  How can we be 
assured that the plans we are making, 
the decisions we choose, are the right 
ones?  

This beautiful relationship, the most 
precious in all my life has one true 
thread throughout:   His unwavering, 
ever present love that leads and guides 
me faithfully. 

First, by His word.  We often say, if  
you want to be able to discern when 
the Lord is speaking to you by His 
Spirit, read His word.  For in the word 
you will learn His thoughts, His ways 
and His commands.  Directionally the 
Word of  God can save you from 
making terrible mistakes.  It is His 
light to us, shining on our darkened 
paths.  “Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path.”  Psalm 
119:105. 

Another way the Lord leads is by His 
peace.  His peace acts like an umpire 
in our hearts the word says, letting us 
know when we are straying from 
grace, and then letting us know, in 
abundance, that we are safe.  It passes 

our understanding and guards our 
hearts and our minds.  When we 
surrender all to Jesus, we allow the 
peace of  God to RULE us.  (Col 3:15) 

By far, most important way for us to 
be able to know His Voice and follow 
Him unhindered is to live a life of  
total surrender.  The more 
surrendered we are to His plan, the 
more we can be joyful in the here and 
now, and rejoice in every present 
moment.  In these times, I have 
found, no matter how difficult my 
circumstances, He is not far from me.  
I can find Him.  I can hear Him.  I see 
His hand of  blessing.  It holds me up. 

Pursuing hard after God has been a 
lifelong pleasure for me.  What I’ve 
discovered in the Gospels, the words 
“come and follow Me” (Matt 4:19-22; 
Matt 9:9 and others) is always in the 
present tense. It’s come and “follow 
Me” and don’t stop!  I can truly say 
He has met me at every turn, lifted me 
after every fall, healed my brokenness 
when no one else could. Truly, Jesus is 
our EVER PRESENT HELP in times 
of  trouble.  

Therefore, beloved.  RUN!  Run after 
Him, HARD.  He is right there with 
His arms opened wide to catch you. 

Continual Pursuit  
“My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand 
upholdeth me.” Psalm 68:8 KJV  
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When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.
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heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NAS

May 2024 News

Donations:
Online via PayPal 
www.firstlightinternational.net

By Mail, payable to:  

Firstlight International  
P.O. Box 252 
Springdale, PA 15144-0252

As a registered public charity 501 (c) 3 nonprofit 
corporation, all financial contributions are U.S. 
tax deductible by making checks payable to 
Firstlight International.

Contact: 

www.firstlightinternational.net  

Tel: 724.254.6145

E-mail: helloeckers@gmail.com

Look for us:

April 2014 News Smart Steps

When I was at Penn State, there were 
men from the Gideon’s Society passing 
out free Bibles on campus. I took one, 
small and green, and began to read. To 
P\�NQRZOHGJH�� LW� LV� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH� ,� HYHU�
studied the Word of  God for myself. 

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 
to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�HYHU\�VLQJOH�6XQGD\�
my entire life, only listening to  words 
being read by others. As I paged through 
this little book of  the New Testament, 
3VDOPV��DQG�3URYHUEV��P\�JD]H�ZDV�GUDZQ�
WR�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV��������0\�
heart was pierced with these words — 
QRZ�P\�OLIH�YHUVH�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�ZDV�LPPDWXUH�LQ�P\�IDLWK��,�
wanted so badly for my life to be directed 
by God, so that it would turn out well; 

to please Him with no wasted years of  
wandering and wondering. I was young, 
but I wanted my life to count, to matter - 
for something, for Someone.

I wanted to trust the Lord. I wanted Him 
to direct my paths. The secret seemed 
WR� EH� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH� SRUWLRQ�� WR� ´127�
LEAN upon my own understanding.” 
Ah. There’s the rub.  

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�ÀJXUH�HYHU\�OLWWOH�WKLQJ�RXW�
LV� KXPDQ�� EXW� WKLV� YHUVH� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�OLYH��D�OLIH��
dedicated to God, acknowledging Him. A 
life where He is the Shepherd of  my Soul, 
leading me, keeping me on the straight 
path.

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�WRRN�VPDUW�VWHSV�
in the direction of  the Lord; keeping my 
HDU�LQFOLQHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�VWLOO��VPDOO�YRLFH�
and my eyes looking ahead for His hand 
directing me. I was ready to make new 
steps. Smart steps. 

I still am. Lead me onward, Lord. I am 
trusting You.

,Q�7KLV�,VVXH�

��0LQLVWU\�1HZV

�����0LQLVWU\�3ODWIRUPV ...................2

(��3URMHFW ............................................�

� Features
Smart Steps .........................................1

Top Stories ......................................���

%RDUG�0HPEHU���%LOO�(OOLV .................4

Personal Note .....................................4

Prayer Points .......................................4

Donations

2QOLQH�YLD�3D\3DO
ZZZ�ÀUVWOLJKWLQWHUQDWLRQDO�QHW

%\�0DLO��SD\DEOH�WR�
Firstlight International
3�2��%R[����
6SULQJGDOH��3$�����������

$V�D�UHJLVWHUHG�SXEOLF�FKDULW\����F����QRQSURÀW�
FRUSRUDWLRQ��DOO�ÀQDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�DUH�8�6��
WD[� GHGXFWLEOH� E\� PDNLQJ� FKHFNV� SD\DEOH� WR�
Firstlight International.

Contact
ZZZ�ÀUVWOLJKWLQWHUQDWLRQDO�QHW
������������
helloeckers@gmail.com

Look for us

DEBBIE ECKER
Vice President
Firstlight International

Photo: Children at Seka Church plant

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3:5&6 NASIn This Issue: 

* Features: 
Article - Continual Pursuit  .… pg.1 
Article - Teaching …………… pg.2 
Article - Family News ………. pg.2 
Item - Prayer Points ………… pg.2 

* Ministry News: 
Top Stories ….………………. pg.2 

written by, 

debbie ecker 

http://www.firstlightinternational.net
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
mailto:helloeckers@gmail.com
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
http://www.firstlightinternational.net
mailto:helloeckers@gmail.com


S

FIRSTLIGHT INTERNATIONAL - DAN & DEBBIE ECKER -  APRIL 2024 NEWSLETTER - LEARN MORE @  WWW.FIRSTLIGHTINTERNATIONAL.NET			 PAGE	2

Featured Article 
FAMILY NEWS

 On A Personal 
Note …

written by, 

debbie ecker 

  Featured Item 
PRAYER

   “That ye be not slothful, 
but followers of them who 
through faith and patience 

inherit the promises.”  
Hebrews 6:12 KJV 

Hold On Tight!   

1. Pray for our Global Training 
Platforms in Thailand, & 
Myanmar this year!  

2. For our Care For Kingdom 
Families Projects: REAP: and the 
FWF in Thailand, during the 2nd 
quarter of  2024.    

3. Ministry plans to unfold for all of  
Firstlight to be strategically placed 
in 2024 and beyond! *projects, 
*people, * places, *increased 
funding!  

4. For God to arise in all that we do! 

Prayer Points

   Featured Article 
   TEACHING

     I can remember in the earlier days 
sharing the gospel with a person that I 
felt needed to know about Jesus.  As the 
convention went on I discovered that 
this person did [somewhat] have an 
understanding of  Who Jesus was, and 
the fact that He died on the Cross of  all 
of  our sins.  I learned that he had been 
raised in church at an early age but in 
some ways he was still trying to figure it 
out.  By how the conversation was 
going I got the impression that his 
relationship with the Lord had more to 
with him trying to walk out his faith 
based on human effort rather than 
allowing the Christ who dwells within to 
live His life through us by the Spirit. 
(See Rom 8:14-16; I Cor 2:9-16) We 
came to the conclusion as I encouraged 
him to consider the source. (See John 
4:10; John 7:37-39) Christ on the inside! 
     You see, you and I cannot live His 
life without His life!  Even some of  the 
ancient poets in Paul’s day understood 
that “we are His offspring.”  Therefore 
Paul could say “for in Him we live and 
more and have our being.” Acts17:28  

   This month Dan and I will celebrate 
37 years of  marriage on May 29th. It 
has been an incredible journey of  
following Jesus and His plan for our 
lives on several continents and in many 
countries.  Through the years our love 
for each other deepens and grows as we 
stay centered on Jesus! We are planning 
a little get away to remember, reflect, 
and to celebrate the “I do” once again. 
Dan, too, will be in Scotland this 
month to serve Revive Scotland!  

Written by, 
Dan Ecker

 In Him we live …   

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY

Global Training Platforms …   

    Alex has been providing 
transportation services for all of  
our Firstlight and His Servants 
Ministries (HSM) eye care teams 
for evangelism in Thailand, for the 
past two decades. His professional 
care and diligent service has 
transported precious Kingdom 
cargo to thousands in Thailand, 
and in the neighboring county of  
Laos.  
     Each time I (Dan) pass 
through Bangkok, I enjoy meeting 
up with him to express our many 
thanks!   

    Ministry News 
TOP STORY Kingdom Advance Partnerships …    

     Throughout this year we 
continue to pursue Global Training 
Platforms in the places where we are 
being called upon to serve.  More 
recently, this one just happened to 
be in Thailand, where a group of  
pastors gathered for a three day 
intensive that centered around 
embracing a missional approach to 
advancing the Kingdom in each of  
their respective locations. 
   Making the switch to intentional 
living from a healthy place 
spiritually ultimately results in 
having a greater kingdom impact. 

http://www.firstlightinternational.net

